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It is the policy of the Green Bay Area Public Schools to be  nondiscriminatory on the basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital or personal status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability in their education programs and 
activities also employment practices.  Direct inquiries to:   Equality Office, Green Bay Area Public Schools, PO Box 23387, Green Bay, WI  54305  
(920) 448-2184. 
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Dear WMS Family, 
 
The Washington Middle School Community ROCKS!  Thanks to all of our students, parents and staff 
members for all that you did to make the first annual Best of WMS a huge success!  Hundreds of people got 
to see the achievements of our students first hand.  From poetry readings to musical performances, from 
henna painting to rocket cars, from topographical maps to math games, from sharks to forensics and from the 
play to show choir…  our students were shining bright! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the end of the year concerts and events including the 8th  grade parents/
guardians at the 8th Grade Recognition on Friday June 4th.  I hope you take advantage of the many district 
summer school offerings and opportunities to enrich your child over the summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Bindas 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2010 

Washington Middle School 
314 S. Baird Street 
Green Bay, WI   54301 

Amy Bindas, Principal 
Dyann Otero, Associate Principal 
Steve Miller, Associate Principal 

Office 448-2095        Attendance 448-2098        Guidance 448-2097 
ELL 448-2178, Hmong     ELL 448-2288, Spanish      

Website  http://www.greenbay.k12.wi.us/washington  
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 3 - 7  Book Fair in the LMC 
 3 - 7/8 Grade Track @ Bayview 
 4 - Parent Network Mtg., 6:30 pm, LMC 
 5 - LATE START  
 6 - 7/8 Grade Track @ Franklin 
11 - 7/8 Grade Track @ WMS 
12 - 6 Grade Track @ West 
13 - Blue 2 Field Trip 
13 - Band/Beginning Band Concert @ WMS 
18 - Orchestra Concert @ WMS 
20 - Band/Choir/Orchestra Picnic @ KI Center 
21 - EARLY RELEASE  
24 - Blue 1 Field Trip 
24 - Track City Meet @ Preble 
24 - Open gym for any girls interested in playing Basketball 
 
 
�������	�
�
��
��������
�
�
 1 - Parent Network Mtg., 6:30 pm, LMC 
 2 - 6th Grade Choir Concert @ WMS 
 7 - LAST STUDENT DAY 
 
 

 
*See Daily Calendar on the Washington Website for listing of all school events. 

 

Student Council 
 
Recently, we did Red Ribbon Week. The whole week consisted of fun things for our kids to do. We had 
dress up days and crazy hair days, though the main idea was to demote the usage of drugs, and even the 
idea of using it.  
 
Later this month we are planning on having a penny war. The students will bring in their spare change; 
dollar bill will deduct from the end result. All of the proceeds will go to the WI children’s hospital in 
Milwaukee where it will become a big help to treatment to the kids there. 
 
Also, the student council has been talking about having another dance later in May. It will be separate 
from the 8th grade one so that the 6th and 7th graders can celebrate with the 8th graders one last time be-
fore they go on to East.  
 
Written By: Elizabeth DeBruyn 
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DID YOU KNOW? . . . 

The number of books read during the summer is consistently related to academic gains.  
Children in every income group who read six or more books over the summer gained more in read-

ing achievement than children who did not.  
The use of the public library during the summer is more predictive of vocabulary gains than attend-

ing summer school. 
From the Heyns Study, North Carolinia State Library 
  
MAKE SURE YOUR CHILDREN READ A LOT THIS SUMMER!  
���
Janet Vraney 
Library Media Specialist 
��

GREAT WEBSITES TO USE THIS SUMMER!  
 
The Book Seer: which book should I read next? 
http://bookseer.com/ 
  
The Book Hive: Your guide to your children's literature and books 
http://www.plcmc.org/bookhive/ 
  
Kids Read: Activities, reviews, contests and much more! 
http://www.kidsreads.com/ 
  
Book Adventure: Another great way to find good books! 
http://www.bookadventure.org/ki/bs/ki_bs_helpfind.asp 
  
Cool Math Sites: games, activities and fun! 
http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/web/2000/heal/mathsites.htm 
  
Fact Monster: Real world activities 
http://www.factmonster.com/ 
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7th and 8th Grade Boys:  Volleyball Open Gym will be held at Preble every Monday and 
Wednesday 6PM - 8PM starting June 21th 
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Students of all ages have the opportunity to participate in the summer classes offered by the Green Bay 
School District.  This year the district will be offering math, reading, and science classes as well as mu-
sic and fitness.  “Freshmen Forward” is a high school orientation class that allows incoming freshman 
to experience what high school is all about.  This is a great way for students to become familiar with 
the building, learn about school activities and get a chance to talk to actual high school students.  Stu-
dents may choose August 9th and 10th from 8:30-11:30 or 12:30-3:30.  Pick up a summer school course 
booklet in the guidance office. 
 
NWTC’s summer Tech Camp program is for middle school students (students entering grades 5-8 fall 
of 2010).  Please call 498-6817 for more information. 
 
Family Services offers The Coming Home Project, a sort of summer day camp, includes a variety of 
recreation, field trips, community service, cultural exploration and creative expression projects.  Please 
see your counselor for more details.  Please call 606-1969 or 606-1039 for more information. 
 
UW-Green Bay is offering two Pre-College Programs the weeks of June 13-25.  The Young Writers’ 
Workshop is a two-week residential workshop to develop written communication skills, critical reading 
skills and creative cognitive development.  Stars of the Future is a two-week residential program for 
ESL Spanish-speaking students.  Students will learn the technical and creative aspects of TV produc-
tion.  They will produce several video clips and public service announcements.  Details available at 
www.uwgb.edu/precollege/ or by calling 465-2671.  St. Norbert’s offers Pre-college workshops for 
middle school students.  They can be contacted at 920-403-3229 or ask a counselor for more informa-
tion.  For Pre-College Programs throughout the state, go to http://www.uwgb.edu/precollege/index.htm. 
 
The Green Bay Parks Department will once again have their Supervised Playground Program at 36 
neighborhood sites.  The playground will be supervised by Parkees Monday-Friday 11am-5pm starting 
June 8th.  Lunch in the Park will begin June 9th, which will offer free lunches at various parks.  The 
Parks Department has many other offerings and activities from Teen Night to Junior Life Guard Train-
ing.  Details available in the guidance office, at www.green-bay.org, or by calling 448-3365. 
 
The Upward Bound Program at UW-Green Bay is a comprehensive academic enrichment program de-
signed to prepare high school students (students in the process of completing 8th grade or 9th or 10th 
grade) for college who come from low-income and/or first-generation families.  Talk to a counselor 
about eligibility and program information. 
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448-2097 

Secretary:  Jean Pigeon 
Tony Tibaldo    6th grade Counselor   448-2048 
Laura Karlen    7th  & 8th grade Gold Counselor 448-2159 
Steve Kranitz    7th & 8th grade Blue Counselor 448-2024 
Elizabeth Webb & Angela Salm School Social Worker   448-2046 
Kristi Hooyman   School Psychologist   448-2248 
Vaughn Vang    Southeast Asian Counselor  448-2097  
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Our next field trip will be on 
April 22nd .   We will travel to 
Point Beach to enrich our science 
curriculum and learn more about 
energy.  Then on May 13th we 
will be taking an exciting all day 
trip to Discovery World in 
Milwaukee where we will tour the 
museum and get a few behind the 
scene experiences. 
 
The students have also been 
taking their spring MAP Tests.  
Hopefully, students have 
improved their reading and math 
scores from what they were in the 
fall. 
 
With the nice weather 
approaching and more daylight 
we realize students are anxious to 
be outside playing, but please 
continue to ask students about 
their homework completion and 
the activities that are happening at 
school.  Students should still be 
taking time each   night to read a 
good book!  The 5th grading 
period ends April 23rd  and 
official progress reports for the 
semester are sent home about a 
week later. 
 
Finally, we are proud to announce 
our Students of the Month for the 
past several months. 
December – Minda Vang and 
Zane Wolke 
January – Sunshine Yang and 
Calvin Osborne 
February – Nanny Xiong and 
Manuel Olmos 
March – Patricia Mendoza and 
Arnold Vang 
Congratulations to these students!  

They have been working hard and 
have a great attitude! 
 
It is our desire that House Blue 2 
students finish strong! 
Happy Spring! 
 
Mr. Guth,  Mrs. Lenz,  
Mrs. Peters & Mrs. Sheridan	
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The end of the school year is 
sneaking up on us.  We would like 
to thank all of the parents for their 
support this year.  It is amazing 
what the children can accomplish 
when we all work together with 
one goal in mind. 
  

We just finished 
our "Baseball" unit 
with the St. 
Norbert College 
students.  We 
learned about the 
science involved 

with baseball and also the history 
of the sport.  This ties right into 
our upcoming field trip to the 
Timber Rattlers game on May 
24th.  Please keep an eye out for 
permission slips that will be 
coming home soon. 
  
The ELL students have been 
invited to go to Mount Olympus in 
Wisconsin Dells at the end of the 
year.  The tentative date for the 
field trip is Wednesday, June 
9th.  This is a reward trip for our 
ELL and Bilingual students at 
WMS, so each students's behavior 
will indicate their opportunity to 
participate. 
  

WASHINGTON NEWS 
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Hello!  Can you believe the 
school year is soon coming to an 
end already?  It is important that 
your child knows that it is still 
very important to get his/her 
work completed and end the 
school year on a positive note. 
 
Everyone in our house would 
also like to give a BIG THANK 
YOU to Mr. John Kress and 
Green Bay Packaging for once 
again providing us with a very 
generous donation on behalf of 
the George Kress Foundation.  
This donation makes it possible 
for us to have all of our field trips 
and keeps them at an affordable 
price for our students. 
 
Thanks to Mr. Kress, our house 
has three more field trips planned 
before the school year ends.  On 
May 13th we will be going to the 
Maribel Caves.  On May 24th, we 
will be going to a Wisconsin 
Timber Rattlers game in 
Appleton.  For the end of the 
year field trip we will be going 
bowling at Willow Creek Lanes 
on the last day of school.  One 
permission slip has been sent 
home for all three of these trips. 
 
With this being the last 
newsletter of the year, we would 
like to thank you for the 
opportunity to work with you and 
your child this school year.  It 
was nice having so many families 
who took an active part in their 
child’s education.  We hope 
everyone views the school year 
as successfully as we do. 
 
Mrs. Adrians,  Mr. Kolton, 
Mrs. McCormick & Ms. Yang 
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In Social 
Studies we 
are learning 
about 
Mexico, 
Central and 
South 
America.   

As we move further into May, we 
will also look at Europe.  We will 
continue to study our world as 
seventh graders next year. 
 
We went to the Weidner Center 
on the campus of UW-Green Bay 
to see a man called Dr. Kaboom, 
talk about and demonstrate 
Science.  He was funny and he 
even called one of us to the stage 
to help out with an experiment 
creating elephant toothpaste.  We 
also watched a student catch 
bananas thrown from a catapult 
and learned what an air cannon 
was.  The air cannon was last and 
he even had it come into the 
audience! 
 
What a great time to be a sixth 
grader! 
 
 
Mrs. Annoye, Mrs. Schick,,  
Mr. Oblinger  & Ms. Westcott	
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Thanks to all the music students 
for their exemplary performances 
at the Best  of WMS. Also, 
congratulations to the WMS 7/8  
Band II/ Band III and orchestra 
students for their outstanding 

performances in April for the 
state  Wisconsin School Music 
Association Adjudication Music 
Festivals . Congratulations also to 
all the 7/8 choir students that 
participated in the city wide Choir 
Festival in April.  
  
Finally, mark your calendars for 
our Music Department’s 
Spring Concert Series: 
 
Thursday,  May 13 
Beginning and Band I  
6:30 p.m. WMS 
 
Tuesday,  May 18, 
Beginning/ Orchestra I  
6:30 p.m. WMS  
 
Thursday, .May 20 
7/8 Bands/Choir/Orchestra Indoor 
Picnic Concert at the KI 
Convention Center 6:30p.m.  
 
Wednesday,  June 2 
6th Choir 6:30 p.m. WMS         
 
Please come out to the concerts 
and support your child's musical 
education. 
 
Thank you, 
Mr. Van Ess 
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Parents please continue to check 
your child's planner and 
encourage them to read every 
night.  We have seen many 
students turning in late and 
incomplete work.  Hopefully, 
with your help, we can change 
this before the end of the school 
year. 
 
Mr. Milz, Mrs. O’Brien,  
Mrs. Schroeder, Mrs. Schwery 
&  Ms. Wolke 
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Where has the year gone?  We 
have had lots of new experiences 
this  past month. 
 
Our St. Norbert’s college people 
taught us a lot about baseball 
during their time with us.  They 
focused on the history of baseball 
and women in baseball.  We 
participated in lots of activities in 
the classroom and some of us 
went outside to play a game on 
their last day.  Why did our 
teachers  pick baseball?   The 
season is just starting, the 
Bullfrogs are right across the 
street and maybe we will do 
something with this yet. 
 
In our classes, we have started 
reading a book called Touching 
Spirit Bear.  We will learn about 
Circle Justice which is  a form of 
healing that the main character 
goes through in a year of 
banishment.    We are just 
starting it and will be learning  
much more as we move on. 
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BOX TOP FOR EDUCATION : 
We had a good year for monetary 
returns from Box Tops for 
Education. Please continue to 
save your Box Tops over the 
summer and send them in the 
beginning of the next school year. 
We need the support from all 
families and Box Tops to 
purchase and support much 
needed items for our school. So 
thanks to those who cut, saved 
and sent in this year. We hope to 
have a bigger return of Box Tops 
next year. Even in middle school 
your child is still not too old to 
bring them in. 

 
 
 
 

BOOKS GALORE ARE 
COMING AGAIN : May 3-7 will 
be the Spring Book Fair. So if 
you signed up to volunteer for the 
Book Fair you will be getting a 
call soon to sign up for your time 
slot(s). This book fair is a very 
special one. It is a BOGO (Buy 
One Get One free) book fair. So 
come support the sale either  
before, during, after school or on 
the parent night event. 
 
 
GET READY TO BAKE OR 
MAKE A SALAD : In the 
beginning of the school year you 
may have signed up to bake for 

the staff luncheon. Well, that 
special event is May 4, 2010. So 
the chairperson will be calling you 
soon to gather enough salads and/
or desserts for the three (3) lunch 
periods our school has. Please 
mark your calendars and let your 
culinary skills come forth. The 
staff will be very appreciative. 
 
8TH GRADE DANCE CHAIR: 
Time is running out. The 8th 
graders are depending on a 
parent to step it up and chair the 
dance. This is an annual event 
and OUR KIDS NEED ONE OF 
THEIR PARENTS to chair this 
event. This entails decorating the 
gym, and handling the snacks 
and soda. Come on it’s not that 
hard. Let’s get going and have 
someone do it!!!! Don’t let your 
child or their friends down. 
 
IMPORTANT 8 TH GRADE 
DATES:  
· Dance and Recognition 

Luncheon June 4th   
· Trip to Blue Harbor June 7th 
 
CLOTHING SALES CHANGE : 
Always in Stitches has the link to 
order clothes. The easiest way to 
accomplish this is to go to 
Washington Middle School 
website, scroll down to 
Washington gear and click. From 
there you will be able to see the 
items for sale along with the 
pricing. We are very receptive to 
changes and ideas for a better 
website design or clothing sales 
idea you think may sell. In the 
meantime, come support your 
school and purchase the WMS 
Rockets clothing items. 
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The ELL Department is pleased 
to announce three upcoming field 
trips!  Ms. Born’s language arts 
class will be going to UWGB on 
Wednesday, April 28th, to meet 
the college mentors that they 
have been writing to all year.  
The students will be touring the 
campus, eating lunch in the 
cafeteria with the college 
students, and visiting a real 
college classroom. 
On Monday, May 24th ELL 
students will be heading to 
Appleton for “School Day” at the 
Timber Rattlers baseball game.  
Students will be leaving school at 
11am and returning at 3:45pm.  
Please make sure your child is 
dressed appropriately for the 
weather and has transportation 
arranged for 3:45. 
Our end-of-the-year reward field 
trip has changed this year.  We 
are happy to offer a less 
expensive field trip so more 
students can participate.  On 
Wednesday June 9th, the ELL 
department will be going to 
Mount Olympus in the 
Wisconsin Dells.  The cost of the 
trip is only $30 and includes the 
bus, admission to the park, and 
lunch.  Students are eligible to go 
if they have acceptable behavior 
and no failing grades.   Be sure to 
turn in your permission slip as 
soon as possible.  Seats will be 
reserved on a first come- first 
serve basis. 
If you have any questions about 
these upcoming field trips please 
contact your child’s ELL teacher. 
�
The ELL Department 
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WASHINGTON WAY : This 
new trend at WMS has amounted 
to a gain of 20 plus student days, 
8 plus administrative days and 
teacher days being used to teach 
students instead of handling 
student issues. This is a positive 
outcome for a program that began 
as a way to encourage good 
behavior. Way to go WMS 
students. In June this program 
will be presented to school 
administrators statewide as a 
positive step toward good 
behavior. Congrats to all the staff 
and students on accomplishing 
this task in the first year of using 
it. WAY TO GO!!!!! 
 
INCOMING 6 TH GRADERS: 
For the families of WMS and 
newcomers to WMS family, the 
first of two 6th grade orientation 
dates is set. It will be held on 
Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at 6:30pm 
in the auditorium. This is a time 
when incoming students have a 
chance to familiarize themselves 
with the school, meet the 
principal, and gather some 
important information about the 

great school we have. So help 
spread the word on this date. There 
will be a date in August, as a 
repeat of this one, but that date is 
still not set. 
 
CALLING ALL PARENTS 
FOR YOUR HELP AT THE 
TRACK MEET ON MAY 11, 
2010: WMS next track meet will 
be held at East High School on 
May 11, 2010. We are in need of 4
-6 parents to help sell concessions. 
Proceeds will go towards WMS 
Parent Network. We NEED 
YOUR HELP. So please call of 
email me if you can help. 
 
Next meeting; Tuesday May 4, 
2010 at 6:30pm in the LMC on 
2nd floor of the school. 
 
 
Barb Gellin                                                                          
Karen Legois 
WMS PN Advisor                                                                
WMS PN Co Advisor 
920-435-6936 
tgellin@new.rr.com 
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Best of WMS: I want to take this 
opportunity to THANK 
EVERYONE who was involved 
in making the Best of WMS a 
night to remember. This thank 
you goes from the principals to 
the custodians, to the staff, 
students and families. This event 
demonstrated the family 
community WMS is proud of. It 
was an event that would not have 
been as successful without your 
help, support and encouragement. 
Thank you again. 
 
MARK YOU R CALENDAR : 
The first event for next year is 
already scheduled. The annual 
Open House will be held on 
Monday August 30, 2010. This 
event will be different this year 
as there will be no cook out, but 
the students will still be able to 
meet their teachers plus bring in 
their school supplies, organize 
their lockers and tour the school. 
So mark the calendar. The time 
will be announced at a later time. 
 
 
 

   Book Fair 
   May 2 - 7 

 
BOGO 

Buy one, get one 
 

Located in the LMC 
7:30—3:30 pm 
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Travis Lipsh and Angie Thompson 

May 2010 

  Business Education 
Washington Middle School    �
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