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It is the policy of the Green Bay Area Public Schools to be  nondiscriminatory on the basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital or personal status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability in their education programs and 
activities also employment practices.  Direct inquiries to:   Equality Office, Green Bay Area Public Schools, PO Box 23387, Green Bay, WI  54305  
(920) 448-2184. 
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Dear WMS Family, 
 
November brings with it the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam (WKCE) state test.  All students in 
grades 3-8 and grade 10 are assessed.  At WMS, we will be testing the whole school on the mornings of 
November 1st,3rd,8th and 10th.  Please avoid scheduling any appointments for your student on these 
mornings.  In addition, 8th grade students have been tested in their Language Arts classes on October 24th 
and 25th and will be tested in their Science and then Social Studies classrooms on November 15th and 17th. 
 
Students should come to school on these days (and every day) having enough sleep and ready to do their 
best!  If you have any questions about the WKCE or any aspect of your child’s education, please do not 
hesitate to call.  Thank you to all parents/guardians who attended conferences in October!  Your 
partnership is crucial.  We will have the new ability to schedule all spring conferences electronically.  
Information will be available closer to that time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Bindas 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2011 

Washington Middle School 
314 S. Baird Street 
Green Bay, WI   54301 

Amy Bindas, Principal 
Dyann Otero, Associate Principal (Gold) 
Travis Lipsh, Associate Principal (Blue) 

Phone: 448-2095  Extensions: 1=Attendance  2=Student Services  3 =Main Office  4=Activities Director 
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448-2097 

Secretary:  Jean Pigeon 
Tony Tibaldo   6th grade Counselor   448-2048 
Laura Karlen   7th  & 8th grade Gold Counselor 448-2159 
Steve Kranitz   7th & 8th grade Blue Counselor 448-2024 
Elizabeth Webb  School Social Worker   448-2046 
Angela Salm      School Social Worker       448-2046 
���������	
������   School Psychologist   448-2248 
Vaughn Vang   Southeast Asian Counselor  448-2097  
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SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST’S CORNER:  Bullying  
 
What are the untold effects of bullying and how can we combat them?  Bullying, ac-
cording to Olweus (1993), is defined as a student being repeatedly harmed, either physi-
cally or psychologically, by another student or group of students.  Research has shown 
that a staggering 75% of all children may be impacted by bullying at some point during 
their school years.  Chronic victims of bullying, whether the bullying is in the form of 
physical aggression or social exclusion, are often subject to the following effects:  physi-
cal and mental health problems, depression and low self-esteem, lower grades, and more 
frequent school absences. 
 
While we know that bullying continues to be a significant problem that impacts many 
children, what can we do to help?   
If you suspect your child is bullying others, find out exactly what your child has been 

doing and why they have engaged in those behaviors.  Then explain why bullying be-
havior is unacceptable and discuss alternatives to bullying behavior (e.g., asking for 
help, showing tolerance for others who are different, etc.).  Work with school admin-
istrators to establish and implement consequences for bullying behavior.   

If you suspect your child is being bullied, encourage your child to talk to you or a trust-
ed adult at school about the bullying behaviors.  Discuss ways your child can respond 
to a bully (e.g., walk away, tell an adult, or ask for help from peers), and role play 
these responses with your child.  Work with school administrators to develop a plan 
to ensure bullying targeted at your child is addressed, as students have the right to 
feel safe at school.         

If you suspect your child is bullying or being victimized by bullying, seek help immedi-
ately!  Your school’s administrators, counselor, psychologist, and social worker will 
work with you to develop an action plan and as needed, work with your child to 
change behavior.  

 
With recent research on bullying, we now know that the old adage “Sticks and stones 
may break my bones, but words will never hurt me” is untrue.  Both physical and verbal 
aggression can have devastating effects on our youth, but together we can lessen the im-
pacts of bullying on our children.   
 
-Submitted by Mrs. Sprotte, School Psychologist 
 



Page 4 

�
���	����	�  
 
As we swing into fall, students 
will be taking WKCE tests on the 
mornings of November 1st , 3rd, 
8th, and 10th.  To help students 
achieve their best on these tests, it 
is suggested that students get a 
good night sleep and eat a healthy 
breakfast.  It is also important to 
have all students attend school if 
they are not ill and arrive on time 
especially during these testing 
days.  Parents and guardians, we 
would really appreciate your 
encouragement and support in 
these areas. 
 
In reading classes, students will 
continue their work on reading 
strategies and should be filling 
out their reading logs.  In science, 
students will become “energized” 
as they learn about motion, forces 
and all that is involved in 
Newton’s Laws.  We will also be 
taking a field trip to the Rola 
Rena to experience Newton’s 
Laws.  And in math, students 
continue their work in their 
journals and practice sets in Unit 
2.  This will cover understanding 
place values, decimals, and power
-of –ten strategies. Students can 
always be reading and practicing 
their basic facts nightly.   
 
It is important for parents to 
check and sign student planners 
daily to get a clear picture of what 
is happening at school.  Please 
don’t hesitate to call or email any 
of us if you have additional 
questions or concerns. Thanks to 
all those parents who attended the 
October conferences! 
   
Mr. Guth, Mrs. LeMense, Mrs. 
Lenz & Ms. Villwock 
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Fall is here and school is in full 
swing.  We had wonderful 
conferences with students and 
parents as we work together as a 
team to make sure progress is 
being made. Thank you to all of 
the students and parents for 
attending.  If you were unable to 
make conferences and would like 
to meet with us, please call or e-
mail us and we will set up a time 
to meet with you.  
 
WKCE testing is right around the 
corner.  In our classes, we are 
stressing strategies that will help 
the students do their best.  Reading 
all directions, rechecking answers 
to see if they make sense and 
taking the time to do their best are 
all good strategies to be successful.  
 
In Gold-2, we have been studying 
magnetism and word is out that 
electricity will be next. We are 
busy with lots of experiments and 
hands on study.  Science is great.  
 
In Geography we are starting a 
simulation where each student has 
a character that we created that 
will be learning about why we 
wanted to become a country and 
why we ended up with the 
government we have.  We will be 
keeping a journal as if we are 
living in the 1770’s during the 
American Revolution.   
 
Our t-shirts have come and we are 
showing off our house pride.    We 
have enjoyed our first middle 
school dance and we continue to 
be excited to see what sixth grade 
continues to offer.   
 
Mrs. Schick, & Ms. Westcott 

WASHINGTON NEWS 
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The teachers in House Blue-1 
would like to start by thanking all 
the parents who attended 
conferences.  It was nice being 
able to meet and talk with all of 
you.  As we are sure you know, it 
is very important to have a good 
connection between home and 
school.  
 
We will be having our first field 

trip coming 
up on 
November 
16th as we 
head to the 
frozen tundra 
of Lambeau 

Field.  On this trip, the students 
will get to tour the stadium and 
fill out a curriculum based work 
book at the Packer Hall of Fame.  
They also learn about the history 
of our city. 
 
As the year goes on, we would 
like to encourage you to check 
with your child to make sure they 
are keeping up with their work.  
Students should be filling out 
their assignment notebooks on a 
regular basis.  If your child is 
coming home saying they do not 
have any homework everyday, 
there may be something they are 
not telling you. 
 
Once again thanks for showing 
interest in your child’s 
schoolwork.  We look forward to 
another good month! 
 
Mrs. Adrians,  Mr. Kolton,  
Mrs. McCormick  & Mrs. Vinoski 
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themselves.   
 
If you are interested in ordering a 
Gold1 tshirt, please contact Mrs. 
Schroeder.  Also, remember that 
every child should be reading for 
25 minutes each night. 
 
Mrs. Schroeder,  Ms. Wolke, & 
Ms. Yang 
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Happy Fall! 
 
Parent-teacher conferences were 
held in October. If you were 
unable to make the conferences 
but still wish to speak to your 
student’s teachers, please call to 
set up a time to meet.  
 
Our ELL and Bilingual students 
will be participating in beginning-
of-the-year testing. In October 
and November students will be 
taking the WKCE test (Wisconsin 
Knowledge and Concepts). It is 
important for students to try their 
hardest on these tests! Please 
contact the school if you would 
like a test schedule so you can be 
sure your child has a good night’s 
rest and a healthy, energizing 
breakfast. 
 
November is arriving quickly, and 
we have already had a chance to 
attend two exciting field trips. 
The ELL and Bilingual students 
visited the Green Bay Botanical 
Gardens to participate in service 

learning projects like removing 
weeds and planting over 1,000 
bulbs for next year’s growing 
season! 8th grade ELL and 
Bilingual students also visited the 
Neville Museum in Green Bay to 
view a special exhibit about Anne 
Frank. What a fun way to learn! 
 
As we near the winter season, 
please make sure your students are 
wearing appropriate clothing for 
the cold weather. Sweaters, hats, 
gloves, and coats will make sure 
that your child stays safe and 
warm.  
 
Remember to contact us if you 
have any questions or concerns 
about your student’s education. 
We are always available to help! 
 
The ELL Department 
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Student Council is off to a great 
start!  We have held our first 
dance, and are excited for our next 
one, October 26th!  Also, plans are 
being made for dress up days, and 
our fundraisers.  If you have any 
questions, please see Mr. Milz. 
 
 
Bryan Milz 
Advisor 
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There is a lot going in in Gold1 
this fall.  We are off to a great 
start, and the students have been 
working very hard the beginning 
of the school year. 
 
In Social Studies we are learning 
about the three branches of 
government and how a bill 
becomes a law.  We even 
developed a pretend government 
in our classroom!  We are 
moving on to learn about the 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.  We are watching CNN 
Student New weekly and also 
working on map skills. 
 
In Language Arts, we are 
beginning our informational 
literature.  We just finished our 
personal narratives, and the 
students did an excellent job 
getting their stories down on 
paper.  
 
We are learning about Chemistry 

in Science 
class.  We 
finished our unit 
on the states of 
matter by making 
ice cream in a 

bag.  Ask your child to make 
some for you at home!  We are 
moving on to learn about atoms 
and the periodic table of 
elements.  
 
We are working hard to prepare 
for the WKCE test in both our 
Reading and Math classes.  We 
will be testing in the beginning of 
November, so make sure that 
your child is getting plenty of 
rest each night to prepare 
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DESTINATION 
IMAGINATION  

MEETING  
 

NOVEMBER 3 
 
Destination Imagination (DI) is a 
creative problem solving activity 
for students in grades K through 
12.  Students form teams of five 
to seven students and compete at 
the regional DI event March 10, 
2012. Top teams may go on to 
compete at state and national 
levels. An informational meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
November 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Edison Middle School library.  
 
Each team needs one or two 
parents to serve as coaches called 
Team Managers. Training is 
offered November 12 in Green 
Bay. The $15 fee will be paid for 
by the district. Contact Tami 
Schick at tschick@gbaps.org  for 
more information about forming 
a team or attending the training. 
For more information about DI, 
go to 
www.destinationimagination.org 
 . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music News 
 
Please mark your calendars for our winter concerts:  
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2011 6/7/8 th Orchestra 
Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011 6/7/8 th Choir  
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011 7/8 Band II/III Jazz Band 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011 Beginning Band  and 6 th 
Band I 
 
Parents/Guardians please remind your student to 
take their instrument home and practice.  A little 
practice can develop a lot of potential!  Also, ext ra 
music lessons are available after school.   Please sign 
up for a lesson with your music teacher today. 
 
���������	�
���

A study of 7,500 university students revealed that 
music majors scored the highest reading 
scores among all majors including English, bi-
ology, chemistry and math. 

Students who participate in school band or or-
chestra have the lowest levels of current and 
lifelong use of alcohol, tobacco and illicit 
drugs among any group in our society. 

 
Any music concerns please contact me! 
Mr. Van Ess 
Music Dept Chair 
448-2095 
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From the Library Media Center 
Students have been busy in the Library Media Center! In October, 
students were introduced to a variety of multicultural and diverse 
literature. Our Book Club met for the first time and is a great suc-
cess. Sixth graders are reading When You Reach Me by Rebecca 
Stead, and seventh graders are reading The Other Side of the Island 
by Allegra Goodman. Book Club meets the first Thursday of every 
month after school in the Library Media Center. It is not too late to 
join! Students can sign up in the Library Media Center. 
 
 
Book Fair 
We could use parent volunteers for our Scholastic Book Fair com-
ing up December 5 – 9. Please contact Michelle Schelk if you can 
help at  
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Battle of the Books 
Many students have formed teams for the Battle of the Books 
Competition. The list of books is on our LMC web page. See the 
list of books at this link: http://wmsbattleofbooks.pbworks.com/. 
In February we will be competing against all of the other middle 
schools in the Green Bay Public School District.  It’s not too late to 
get a team together! If you have any questions about Battle of the 
Books, please contact Janet Vraney at 920-448-2095 or 
jmvraney@gbaps.org. 

 
Pasta for Paul’s Pantry 
The WMS Leadership Club and the Library Media Center teamed up to donate pasta to Paul’s Pantry. 
Our generous students and staff donated 140 pounds of pasta! Thank you to all who donated. 
 
 
 
 
Janet Vraney 
Library Media Specialist 
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Pasta for Paul’s Pantry 
 
The WMS Leadership Club and the Library Media Center teamed up to donate pasta to Paul’s Pantry. Our 
generous students and staff donated 140 pounds of pasta! Thank you to all who donated. 
 
 

WASHINGTON NEWS 

Washington Middle School collected 140 pounds of pa sta 
with the help of their Leadership Club pictured abo ve. 
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Athletics and Activities 
 
With fall sports ending and winter sports around the corner, please encourage your son or 
daughter to participate in either an athletic or activity at school.  Boys’ basketball for 7th/8th 
grade boys starts in late October and runs through December.  Girls’ basketball for 7th/8th 
grade girls begins in January and runs through mid-February.  Also wrestling will have 
practice starting in December with the first meet in January.   
 
If your son or daughter would rather join a club rather than a sport, we have many clubs ei-
ther running now or that will begin shortly.  Some of the options are: Crotchet club, Foren-
sics, Art club, School play, Book club, Future Teacher’s club, Math club and Legos to name 
a few.  Other clubs such as Solo Ensemble, Jazz Band and Swing Choir will be run by the 
music departments. 
 
If your child wishes to participate in any of our offerings they must have an emergency card 
filled out, a code of conduct form signed by both you and your child, and whatever expecta-
tions are handed out by the coach or advisor.  Some of the highlights of the code of conduct 
are: 

Students may not participate with more than one F in any class.  They can resume partic-
ipating once they have their grades established for one week’s time after receiving 
two or more F’s. 

Attendance:  a student needs to be in school the entire day to participate in a game or 
contest.  The exception is funeral leave, doctor or dentist visit (with slip), or an emer-
gency approved by the athletic director. 

If a student has conduct unbecoming of themselves, Washington Middle School, or 
Green Bay Public Schools, they may face consequences laid out by the code of con-
duct.  Some of the instances may include:  possession/use of banned substances, be-
havior issues at school, and any conduct deemed unbecoming by the code of conduct 
booklet. 

If there are any questions, please consult the code of conduct given to your, ask your 
child’s coach or advisor, or please contact the athletic/activities director. 

 
Children that participate in extra-curricular events are 75% more likely 
to do well in school than those without a connection to their school.  
At Washington Middle School, we look forward to providing your son 
or daughter a variety of rewarding activities—please encourage your 
child to participate! 
 
 
Travis Lipsh 
Associate Principal/Athletic Director 
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6th Grade Keyboarding 

 
Throughout the school year all sixth grade  

students will be completing  a seven-week key-

boarding course.  This class is designed to aide 

students in learning the “Touch Method” of key-

ing.  Through teacher instruction and the use of 

the computer software, Typing Time, students 

will develop a successful skill that will be used 

throughout their lives!   
 

In addition, students will learn some basic word 

processing skills.  Our first group of sixth grad-

ers finished this course on 10/21/11. 

What’s Going on In  

Business Education. . . 

8th  Grade Computers &  Careers in Business 

 
The “business”  of Computers and Careers in Business 

is BUSINESS!  Business students at W
ashington 

started the year learning about entrepreneurs  and 

then moved on to studying Marketing & 

Advertising. 

 
One of the units we have finished was entrepreneurship.  

In this unit we analyzed traits of successful entrepreneurs 

throughout history.  We are using this information to 

make an entrepreneur project that we will be using to 

“market” .  We will be making commercials, billboards, 

and newspaper advertisements based on our product, a 

sour gumball! The class will be selling/promoting this 

product to the entire student body. The profits th
e 

students make will go to the charity of their choose, 

Make a Wish Foundation. Look for 

our advertisements around school 

for where you can purchase their 

Computer  Lab Availability 

 
All the computer classes are working at 

full throttle on various assignments using 

their creativity and computer skills.  How-

ever, when a student is absent from  class, 

they miss a whole lot!  No need to fret… 

our computer labs are open for business 

before school from 7:15–7:30 and after 

school from 2:46-3:40.  Students should 

ask their teacher for a “morning”  pass or 

just stop in after school.  We strive to meet 

the needs of our students, to help them get 

the job done, and be successful!  Passes to 

the other Computer  Labs are also avail-

able if your student has a study hall. 

Computer  Applications 

 
During the first eight weeks of class, seventh grade 

students have learned a number of skills to increase 

their knowledge of using a network system and 

Microsoft Office software.   

 

Students have been working on enhancing their word 

processing skills.  They have formatted multiple-page 

reports, block-style letters, and learned new ways to 

organize information on the computer. 

 

We will continue to work on more advanced word 

processing skills during this first semester.  We will 

utilize the drawing toolbar to demonstrate the 

graphics that can be created with Microsoft Word.  

After this culminating lesson, our focus will switch to 

other Microsoft Office software—PowerPoint, Excel, 

Publisher, and Access. 
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