Thinking questions


Think about what you’ve read.  In your notebook, write at least five sentences for each one!

1. So far, what do you see as the positive aspects of the Community Jonas lives in?
2. So far, what do you see as the negative aspects of the Community Jonas lives in?
3. What adjectives would you use to describe the relationship of Jonas’ family, as it is seen in their discussions, and around the dinner table?  Then, say why you chose those adjectives.
4. Why do you think members of this society must do volunteer work while they are young?  Do you think this is a good or idea or a bad idea?  Defend your answer.
5. Look again at Chapters 1 and 2.  Mostly, the things in the chapter are perfectly normal and like our world, but not quite.  Make a list of all the things that are mentioned, or terms that are used, that identify the setting as different from our world.

6. Agree or disagree, and say why: People should learn history, and learn about the past.
7. Agree or disagree, and say why: It is possible to have a world where everyone is equal, but everyone is not the same.
8. Agree or disagree, and say why: A world without any pain would be a bad thing.
9. Somehow, you come upon Jonas’s Community…a group of people living peacefully, no poverty, no suffering, no pain, and no war.  Should you tell them about pain and war and all those bad things?  List the arguments for telling them, and then list the arguments for not telling them.  Then decide whether you’d tell them or not.
10. EXCEPT for the “Release” of babies and others, describe what you think are the worst parts of the society described in this book.
11. Describe the best parts of the society described in this book.
12. Re-read the last two pages of the book.  First, decide…Do Jonas and Gabriel reach Elsewhere?  Another Community?  Is he hallucinating?  Do they just die together in the snow?  To you, when you read it, what exactly happens?  DEFEND your answer by quoting from and referring to the book.  To you, is the ending of this book a happy one or a sad one?
13. In a paragraph, tell what the lessons, themes, and messages are that the author would like us to get from this book.
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