Euphemism                                                                  Name ________________

Hour ________


Define euphemism:

The society in The Giver stresses what it calls “precision of language.”  It is really build upon language that is NOT precise, but that deliberately clouds meaning.  What does Jonas’s community really mean by the following words?

Release

Feelings

Animals

Nurturer

Stirrings

Replacement child

Elsewhere

How does Jonas’s community use euphemism to distance itself from the realities of their world?  Give specific examples.

How does our society use euphemism to distance the realities of death, bodily functions, aging, etc.?  Give specific examples.

What benefits and disadvantages are there to such uses of language?  Provide specific examples for both.

