Comprehension questions                             Name ______________________

Hour _________


Chapters 1-7

What has happened before the novel begins?

What’s going on at the beginning of the story?

From whose point of view is the story told?

Describe the setting (time, place, social/environmental factors) of the novel.  Is 

the setting important or could it be happening anywhere, at any time?

What is the initial conflict/problem faced by the main character?

What types of conflict become evident as the story progresses?  Give specific examples.

In 2 or 3 sentences, describe each of the major characters that have been introduced so far.

Chapters 8-15

What new things have been added to the original conflict as the novel progresses?

There is a message or main theme emerging in the book.  Describe it.

Describe the new characters that have been introduced since Chapter 8.

List the main events that occur as part of the rising action.

Chapters 16-23

What plot twists or unexpected events happen as the novel comes to an end?

What is the climax of the novel?

How are the major and minor conflicts resolved?

List which characters are flat, round, static, and dynamic.  Explain your reasoning.

Describe the character development of the main character.  How has he changed over the course of the novel and what has caused this change?

What was the main message of the novel?

An Ambiguous End

Define ambiguity:

The ending to the story is ambiguous; that is, it can be interpreted in more than one way.  Discuss the different interpretations.

What do you feel is the correct interpretation?  Support your conclusion.

What role does ambiguity play in writing? (What is the purpose of using ambiguity?)

