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Requesting a Change 
 

During the January 23, 2012, Green Bay Area Public School District (GBAPSD) School Board meeting, our School 
Board voted to officially request a change of conference for West High School.  On the following day, a letter was 
sent to the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association (WIAA) formally requesting that Green Bay West High 
School be moved from the Fox River Classic Conference to the Bay Conference by the GBAPSD.  Why would our 
School Board take such an action and what does all this mean for our current and future Wildcats?  Let’s take a look.  
 

First, the Fox River Classic Conference (FRCC) is a great conference with strong schools, good teams, and outstand-
ing facilities.  Over the history of the conference, teams from West High School have fared very well, winning sever-
al conference championships.  However, during the past several years we have struggled with our ability to consist-
ently compete within such a strong conference.  While the change in our ability to compete at the high level we de-
sire cannot be placed on just one factor, our changing enrollment has definitely played a major role.  During the past 
number of years, most schools within the FRCC have experienced a steady growth in their overall school population 
while WHS has seen a steady decline in our overall student population.  In 2005, WHS had an enrollment of 1328 
students.  In 2010, our reported enrollment decreased to 985, putting us near the bottom of the FRCC in regards to 
enrollment with only Notre Dame having fewer students.  (Although over the course of the past 18 months, we are 
excited to report that our enrollment has not declined but remained steady for the first time in nearly six years.)  The 
largest team in the FRCC has a student population of over 2200 students.   
 

While comparing school enrollments alone does not tell the entire story of a schools ability to compete within a con-
ference, it is a great starting point.  The administrative team at WHS is well aware of our student population and our 
current participation rates, which is why we constantly speak with students about becoming or staying involved with 
WHS co-curricular activities.  In addition, the WHS administrative team has also hired several new coaches over the 
past 18 months in an effort to get the best coaches working with our students.  If WHS does join the Bay Confer-
ence, we will be one of the larger schools in the conference.  The current Bay Conference contains the following 
schools (with enrollments): Denmark (519), Hortonville (1087), Luxemburg-Casco (622), Marinette (690), New 
London (838), Oconto Falls (563), Seymour (753), Shawano (908), and West De Pere (826). 
  
Besides trying to recruit more students to participate, another recent area of focus for all of our athletic teams has 
been and will continue to be the utilization of our fitness center.  Having student-athletes improve their strength, bal-
ance, flexibility, speed, and agility will be key for our future athletic team’s ability to compete.   

 

Now that the formal request to change conferences has been submitted to the WIAA, it may take several months to 
several years for any action to be taken regarding our request.  And even though we are requesting a change of con-
ferences, this does not mean all of our storied rivals, such as our famous East vs. West football games, will be for-
gotten or not allowed to continue.  Over the next several months, there will be meetings with various stakeholders at 
various levels about best possible solutions in regards to our request.   
 

While changing conferences by itself will not alone solve our recent competition challenges, it will certainly help 
many of our programs reestablish themselves by playing against other similar caliber programs.  I am hopeful that if 
we are allowed to change conferences, our student-athlete participation rates will increase and so will our students 
self-confidence because they will be competing on a more level “playing field”.  When students believe they can 
succeed and the scoreboard gleams with the rewards of their hard work from time to time, everybody within the 
Wildcat Family wins!    
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January 2012 Students of the Month 
 
 
 
 
Thinker – Mike Wilson is very respectful and kind to everyone.  During study hall, a 
student was asking about his math and Mike told him if he ever needed help to ask him.  
Since then, students have reached out to him on a regular basis.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communicator – As President of The Green Bay West High School Student Council, 
Zach Holshuer does an outstanding job of working with our entire student council and 
student body.  Prior to and during many student council sponsored events, Zach uses his 
leadership skills and communication abilities to ensure every student enjoys their West 
High School experience.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Caring & Open Minded – While in class, Allyssa Lapczyn-
ski and Katie Paul, noticed the needs of a fellow class-
mate.  Without any hesitation, both girls spoke with their teacher 
and then went out and purchased the item for the student without 
making judgments or expecting anything in return. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reflective – As my students leave my 8th period class, I often tell them to have a good 
evening or a safe and enjoyable weekend.  While most dash out of the room, Sierra Miller 
takes a moment to extend the same back to me before leaving the classroom.  Sierra’s 
sincere, reflective approach to life is greatly appreciated.    
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Inquirer  – Austin Knutson volunteers his time at the Salvation Army.  This will be the 
third year that he works at the vacation Bible school during spring break.  He also works 
all summer long at Camp Hope and participates in daily field trips with children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowledgeable – Not only is Andrea Broadnax a good student, she also helps out oth-
ers.  In her science class, Andrea has taken a student under her wing and constantly helps 
him stay on track inside and outside of the classroom.  Andrea’s knowledge of science, 
along with her compassionate and caring attitude make her a great asset to any classroom.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Balanced – Justin Bukouricz serves as a lab assistant and is a model student.  Justin pos-
sesses a calm, consistent, collective demeanor regardless of the task or opportunity, prob-
lem or dilemma he is presented with.  Justin also does a nice job working with students 
and the instructor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Risk Taker – Nick Beauchamp recently enlisted in the military and will be leaving soon 
for basic training in the Carolinas.  Nick wanted to finish training so that he could come 
back to graduate with his class.  He was willing to graduate early to get a head start on de-
fending his country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Principled – At the beginning of a class, a staff member witnessed Chantel Wilmot ask-
ing another student if she was lost.  The new student said yes and Chantel took her to the 
correct classroom. Acting with respect, integrity, and honesty goes a long way in making 
others feel comfortable. 
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National Honor Society Criteria  
 

Students in the tenth, eleventh or twelfth grades are eligible for membership. This is evaluated once per year 
each February with the Induction usually in March. One change in criteria occurred recently. The number of 
points required for leadership for sophomores was changed from 6 activity points to 5 points. Please read the 
following for NHS criteria for Green Bay. 
 
Students who meet the Cumulative Grade Point criterion are invited to complete a Student Activity Infor-
mation Form that provides a 5-member NHS Faculty Council with information regarding the candidates’ lead-
ership and service.   
 
Additionally, to evaluate a candidate's character, the 5-member Faculty Council relies on evaluations by West 
educators.  The candidate must solicit the approval of three teachers, who can verify his or her character. The 
character rating must be above average from the 3 teachers.  
 
Scholarship – Must have a 3.500 Cumulative Grade Point Average or better. 
Character – Approved by three teachers on a character rating scale. 
Service – Serve the community or school by hours of volunteer activities per year.   
  The minimum amount required is: Sophomores – 36 hours 
    Juniors  – 40 hours 
    Seniors  – 48 hours 
Leadership – Earn points in 2 or more different high school activities. 
         Sophomores  – 5 points 
      Juniors  – 6 points 
    Seniors  – 9 points 
** Note** Students earn 1 point for: each year in a school club, sport, or activity. 
   
Students earn an additional point for: a letter award in a sport; lead role in a play or musical; editor; officer in 
a club, class or student council; madrigal; team manager; academic competition; qualified for state in any ac-

tivity; leadership roles such as Student Council President, Class President, leadership award, team captain; etc.
-NHS Adviser, Mrs. Cherek- 

Dental Care Clinic 
For students who do not have access to dental care, West High is pleased to be hosting a dental care clinic 
through the Brown County Oral Health Partnership.  Students without access to dental care will be eligible 
to receive a cleaning, fluoride treatment, x-rays and sealant at West High.  Tentative dates are March 13 and 
14, or 20, and 21. You will be receiving a letter in the mail to enroll your child, please fill out both the 
front and back of the 2011-2012 Medical History & Dental Care Consent provided to you by mail, and re-
turn it to West High school by February 3.  
 
 
 
For further questions, please contact Mike Bauer, School Social Worker,  
at 492-2765 or Heather Ryan , School Social Worker at 272-7071. 
�



 

Keeping Our Kids   S-A-F-E   in a Cyber World 
   In the Cyber World our kids are WAY AHEAD of us� ! When it comes to technology, the younger genera-
tion always seems to know more than their parents.  But that doesn’t excuse us from taking the responsibility 
to familiarize ourselves with the technology our kids are using as well as teaching them safety and conse-
quences of breaking rules and laws.  According to Scott McNealy, “Technology has the shelf life of a banana” 
so keeping up with our kids will not be easy! 
   Children and teens are finding themselves getting in “techno trouble”, even facing legal charges when 
caught misusing technological tools designed and meant for good.  Sex-ting is distributing or possessing child 
pornography, naked or semi-naked pictures of underage kids.  This illegal activity can have life long conse-
quences for the violator as well as the victim. Years ago AA co-founder, Bill W. said, “The most heated bit of 
letter-writing can be a wonderful safety valve, providing the wastebasket is somewhere nearby.”  Today, once 
we press ‘send’ it’s “all over.”  Don’t ‘send’ anything you wouldn’t share in public.  One article I read stated:  
Before you share a photo of your child frolicking in the yard with a diaper on his or her head ask yourself  
“Will my child appreciate this being public ten years down the road?”  
   The Green Bay School District has developed School Board Policy against harassment and/or bullying of 
students including all forms of harassment in cyber space (World Wide Web, Internet, Cell Phones, etc). 
   In a CBS news interview I learned 42% of teenagers have experienced cyber bullying.  You might consider 
asking your child to complete the “Cyber bullying Quiz.” @ www.WiredKids.com.   
 

What’s a Parent to Do?? 
Familiarize yourself with cyber technology, the internet as well as your child’s cell phone.  
Prepare your child for the Cyber World and set up rules for your family. 
Place the family computer in an open area such as the kitchen or family room; NEVER in your 

child’s bedroom 
TALK WITH your child about their internet and cell phone use.   
LISTEN to them and learn from them.  If you notice a change in their behavior realize it may be 

related to problems in their cyber world.  If so, talk with them and together work out a way to 
handle it.  Contacting their school social worker, guidance counselor or psychologist is a good 
starting point.  

Consider using internet filters, blocks and/or monitoring systems.  A few sites to consider to learn 
more about this are www.socialshields.com  and www.safetyweb.com. 

Keep in mind you can’t use internet safety software to “to raise your kids!”  If your children feel 
they are being “spied on” they will likely become more evasive and go “under the radar” to get 
on line.   

Work towards balance in your family.  Time devoted to cyber devices should be limited.  As one tele-
vision interviewee said, “Find other ways to recreate and chill out AWAY from computers and 
cell phones.” 

 
From the desk of Michael Bauer, School Social Worker. 492-2765. January 2012 



 

Snowball Dance 

Saturday February 18, 2012 
8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

West High School Commons 

Tickets are $8.00 in Advance 

     $10.00 at the Door  

Tickets go on sale February 6th - 17th 

Tickets will be sold before and after school 
and during the lunch hours. 
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French Club 
French Club sponsored its 8th Annual Escargot Tasting after school on January 25th in Room 
115.  Students were encouraged to broaden their horizons by tasting this French delicacy. 

    
   French Forensics starts this week.  West High School has a history of sending French students to 
State competitions with the result of them coming home with a gold medal!!  Hopefully this year 
will follow the tradition! French students are encouraged to sign up for the poetry and readers’ the-
ater categories.  Regional competition is Saturday, March 31st in Pulaski with State Competition 
being held on Saturday, April 28th in Madison, Wisconsin.  Come one , come all! 

 
 

School Counselors 
  Students at West High School are assigned to their 
counselor according to their last name. Assignments 
are as follows: 
 
Jim Kampa         A - I 
Holly Magness   pre-IB students 
   Certificate IB  
   Diploma IB 
Sarah Stock     L - U & AVID students 
Jennifer Grunwaldt J - K & V - Z    
  
   If you as a parent or guardian have concerns please 
feel free to contact your child’s counselor at 492-2602. 
 

Social Worker 
Heather Ryan           A - I 
Mike Bauer           J - Z 
Megan Baranczyk      for Spanish Speaking Families
  
Psychologist - Joanne Folcik 

Health Information 
   Move over chicken soup, there’s a new trick for 
stopping illness, it’s called prevention. 
10 tips to fight against the flu and colds: 
*wash your hands 
*avoid sharing objects…soda, lip gloss, etc. 
*avoid touching your nose, mouth, and eyes 
*get enough sleep 
*reduce stress 
*use tissues for coughs and sneezes and then dis-

pose of immediately 
*eat right and exercise 
*avoid crowds and people that you know that are ill 
*avoid exposing others, especially the frail, the 

very    young, and the elderly 
*stay home from work or school if you are sick 
 
Wishing you all well~ 
Autumn Dickie and the West HS Health and PE 
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