WebQuest: Who grows your food? (And why it matters.)

Part A: Go to and read the online article “Who Grows Your Food?” and answer these questions.

1. According to the author, why is there an increasing gap between the people who grow our food and “the rest of us”?

2. When is the last time you visited or were ever on a farm? Describe the day/experience. If you have never been to a farm, describe what you think you would see there.

3. List five environmental problems that urbanites criticize farmers for.

4. Some farmers and environmentalists are working together by supporting and developing “sustainable agriculture”. In your own words, explain what this term means.

5. Why do you think people say that farmers and environmentalists should work together? What are some concerns they would have in common?

6. By how much has the number of American farms decreased since 1950, and why?

7. In general, how have farmers responded to decreased prices, and what are the two main problems caused by this response.

8. In 1950, farmers got 50 cents out of every dollar spent on food. How much do they receive today?

9. As farmers’ profits shrink, whose profits are going up? Explain why.

10.  Use the internet to define “organic”. At this point in your life, are you willing 

       to look for and spend more for food that is organic? Explain.

11. The author mentions a dairy farm co-op called “Organic Valley”. Use the internet to find out where this farm is located.

12. The author says that if we pay fair prices to organic farmers, we would enjoy what?

13. Write a bibliographic reference for this article.

Part B: Click on “see more pictures” to learn about the Dubas family.

14. Ron Dubas raises animals without using what?

15. What did Clint do when his mom went to talk to his teacher?

16. Why did the Dumas family organize with other neighbors?

17. Why does Ron move each group of cattle to a different area about once a month?

18. Besides farming, what other job does Clint have?

19. Every weekend, Ron and Annette drive into ____________                         to sell their goods at a ____________    ____________.

20. Farmers’ livelihoods are very dependent on what?

Part C: Go to and read the online article “The Oil We Eat”.

IN YOUR NOTEBOOK, using ONE page, do the following:

· Write a bibliographic reference for the article.

· List and define ONE unusual or technical term from the article.

· List three things that were interesting or caught your attention.

· List three questions you still have about this topic.

· Explain the main idea in one sentence.

· Write a paragraph that describes your overall reaction to the article. Positive? Negative? Shocked? Worth reading?

Part D: Go to the online article “Home Cooking”.
IN YOUR NOTEBOOK, answer these questions:

· According to the article, what “food nation” is Wisconsin a part of?

· List ten food items that could be produced within our 

    own “food nation”.

"Among the many daily decisions we make, the one that has possibly the greatest impact on the environment is the food we choose to eat...[it] has become a huge challenge to the stability of climate, forest cover, fresh water, and human health."
-- Worldwatch Institute
