Two Ancient Cities

Geography

Mr. Crane
In this activity, you will learn about two important ancient American cities.  Half of the class will research each one and share what they learned with the other half.

Inca: Around A.D. 1200, a powerful South American tribe began to conquer weaker tribes and united them into one empire, known as the Inca Empire. The Inca Empire was a large and successful one that stretched along the western part of South America, down the Andes Mountains, from what is now Colombia to Chile. The empire was ruled by a succession of kings until approximately A.D. 1532, when it was conquered by the Spanish. 

Maya: Maya settlements began as early as 2000 B.C. They flourished in the eastern part of Mesoamerica, in what is now southern Mexico and Central America. The Maya were very religious and built vast temples for their gods. They also had sophisticated systems of arithmetic, writing, astronomy, and calendars. They shared a common culture, but did not have a single capital or ruler. Instead, each city governed itself. The decline of the Maya was gradual, accelerating with the arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century.

Please answer the following questions in your notebook.  You will share this information with the class on the following day.

1. Describe the relative location of the city.

2. When was the city built? 

3. What is the geography or surrounding landscape of this city like? 

4. How did geography affect this city's purpose?  (For example, how did the local geography benefit this city?) 

5. Who lived in the city?  What does this tell you about the city? 

6. What materials were used to build the city?  How did geography influence which materials were used? 

7. What were some of the main structures of the city?  What was the primary purpose of each one? 
Please use the websites located on the next page to answer these questions:

Inca

A Brief Overview of Machu Picchu
Photographs of Machu Picchu
National Geographic: Machu Picchu Flashback
National Geographic: Inca Mummies—Secrets of a Lost World
Maya
Welcome to Chichén Itzá
Mayan Civilization
PBS: Lost King of the Maya
