State and Province Flag Activity

Geography

Mr. Crane
Every state, province, and territory in the United States and Canada has a flag that represents that place.  The flag usually has symbols, patterns, and colors that symbolize important features of the place it represents.  For example, if mining is important to a state’s economy, a miner or a pick may appear on the flag.

In this activity, you will learn a little more about the states, provinces, and territories by researching one and creating a flag for it.  Between your flag and the flags of your classmates, you will learn many interesting and unique facts about these places in a relatively short period of time!

STEP ONE

Pick the name of a state, province, or territory from a hat.  This will be the location that you research and create a flag for.

STEP TWO

Hint: Do not spend too much time browsing so that you have plenty of class time to work.

Learn about your location.  Use your textbook, the Internet, or other resources in your research.  Look for major landforms, water features, culture, economy, natural resources, history, climate, or other features.

Here are some good websites to visit:

United States – http://www.50states.com
Canada – http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/countries_canada.htm
STEP THREE

Use Microsoft Paint (or another application with graphics), draw and color by hand, or use construction paper to create your flag based on the research you did in Step Two.

STEP FOUR

Write or type a paragraph explaining the symbols, patterns, and colors on your flag.  You will read or summarize this paragraph when you present your flag to the class.

