Reviewing Literature





Name  _____________________________

Sociology – Mr. Crane
As we have learned, sociologists must review the literature before forming a hypothesis predicting the relationship between two variables.  This is necessary to ensure that the research has not already been done by another scientist.  It is also important to analyze other research in order to find flaws in their procedures or to suggest new questions to ask.  Here we will just practice finding and citing sources.

1. State your hypothesis:

2. Use the library computers to find a related book or journal article on Newsbank/SIRS.  The source should be academic and include research (not just articles that are anecdotal and tell stories without scientific research).  Cite the article using the proper style and write a paragraph summarizing the article below.


Magazine Article Citation Style:

Author’s name, last name first.  “Article title.”  Magazine title, publication volume and issue number, publication date, including month, day, and year, page numbers of the entire article.

Lecter, Hannibal.  “Having a friend over for lunch.”  Food, vol. 12, issue 6, June 2002, pp. 9-18.

Newspaper Article Citation Style:
Author’s name, last name first.  “Article title.”  Newspaper title, publication date, including month, day, and year, section, page numbers of entire article.

Naway, Ira.  “Why I did not interview Hannibal Lecter.”  Green Bay Press-Gazette, vol. 80, issue 240, August 1, 2002, sec. 4, p. 1.


Accessing Newsbank/SIRS:  From the desktop double-click on the “LMC Software” folder.  Then double-click on either Newsbank or Researcher (SIRS).  The SIRS Researcher might provide more examples of actual research than Newsbank.

